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Natural gas production is expected to 
peak at about 6.6 trillion cubic feet 
(Tcf) in 2011 (Figure US2), when the 
Mackenzie Delta is anticipated to 
commence production. After 2011, 
total gas production will decline to 
about 5.3 Tcf by 2020. Alberta will 
remain the dominant producing 
province, but its share of Canadian 
production is projected to decline from 
77 percent currently to 62 percent by 
2020. British Columbia and the 
Northwest Territories are expected to 
contribute 19 and 13 percent 
respectively in 2020. Natural gas 
production in Nova Scotia is expected 
to remain relatively stable at 200 
billion cubic feet (Bcf) by 2020, with 

the decline from current production 
being offset by production from Deep 
Panuke.

As conventional gas resources 
deplete, CBM is projected to become 
an important component: it will supply 
about 12 percent (620 Bcf) of total 
natural gas production in 2020. If 
CBM is not developed at this rate, 
there will be implications for Canadian 
exports.

Due to a projected decline in natural 
gas production and an increase in 
domestic demand (from 2,700 Bcf in 
2005 to 3,900 Bcf by 2020), net 
exports are expected to decline from a 

current level of 3,700 Bcf to 1,300 Bcf 
by 2020.

It is expected that liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) imports will begin in 2011, 
to Eastern Canada, at the rate of 
about 210 Bcf per year.
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Conve ntional Gas  Re s ource s Prove d
Re s e rve s

Dis cove re d 
Re s ource s

Undis cove re d 
Re s ource s

Western Canada Sedimentary Basin 43.0 96.0

East Coast (Offshore) 4.2 9.0 77.0

West Coast (Intermontane & Offshore) 17.0

Northern Canada 22.0 94.0

Ontario 0.4 0.8

Gulf of St. Lawrence 1.0

Total Canada 47.6 31.0 285.8
Canada's Conventional Natural Gas Resources, A Status Report

National Energy Board,  Cat. No. NE23-115/2004E, 2004, Data as of 2002, Trillion cubic feet

Post Carbon Toronto  www.postcarbontoronto.org

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Production 6.45 6.60 6.63 6.45 6.47 6.57 6.60
Consumption 2.29 2.92 3.02 3.25 3.26 3.23 3.41
Exports 3.53 3.67 3.61 3.20 3.20 3.34 3.19
Reserves 59.43 59.82 58.76 56.61 56.29 57.65 58.80
R/P Ratio (Years) 9.21 9.07 8.86 8.77 8.70 8.78 8.90

Canadian Gas  Production Statis tics

BP Statistical Review 2007. All figures in Trillion cubic feet per Year unless otherwise noted.



NATURAL GAS POTENTIAL IN CANADA - 2001
A Report by the Canadian Gas Potential Committee
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